South Dakota Justice

“I

ENDED THE WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP CASE with the firm conviction

that the Government would go to any end... in order to convict (AIM leader)

“

THE WAY TO DEAL WITH THE INDIAN PROBLEM

IN SOUTH DAKOTA IS TO PUT A GUN TO AIM
LEADERS’ HEADS AND PULL THE TRIGGER.”

“Wild Bill” Janklow , 1975 - elected as governor of South Dakota by a landslide. Currently serving time for homicide.

At the same time the FBI orchestrated the Oglala
shoot-out, 133,000 acres of the Pine Ridge Reservation
in the state of South Dakota was illegally being signed
away in Washington D.C. The shoot-out followed nearly
three years of extreme terrorism against the traditional
Lakotas and AIM. Over 60 leaders and supporters had
been murdered in this period of political violence.
U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Gerald Heaney,
after reviewing court transcripts and FBI docuAt the same time the FBI orchestrated the Oglala
ments, concluded that the U.S. Government overshoot-out, 133,000 acres of the Pine Ridge
reacted at Wounded Knee. Instead of considering
Reservation in the state of South Dakota was
the legitimate grievances of Native Americans, the
response was essentially a military one, which culillegally being signed away in Washington D.C.
minated in a deadly fire-fight on June 26,1975
between
AIM and FBI agents and U.S. Marshals. Judge
major uranium deposits in the Sheep Mountain area of
Heaney concluded the U.S. Government must share the
the Pine Ridge Reservation. Knowing by past experience
responsibility. IT NEVER HAS. THE FBI has never been
that the traditional Lakota people would resist the loss
held accountable or even publicly investigated for what
of more lands, the South Dakota Government, acting in
Judge Heaney concluded was complicity in the creation
the interest of the multi-national corporations, sought to
of a climate of fear and terror on the Pine Ridge
suppress the traditionals, and the American Indian
Reservation.
Movement that supported them.

I

n the area of Lakota's Fort Laramie treaty Land, corporations found a good deal of gold, coal and uranium. The traditional Lakota people resisted and even
refused to take money for land that had already been
stolen from them. Through the use of sophisticated
NASA satellite’s the National Uranium Resource
Evaluation Program of the Geological Survey located

Mr. Banks {during trials after the AIM occupation of Wounded Knee in 1973}...
The total disregard of truth and fairness in the Government's attempt to ”get”
Dennis Banks “by hook or crook” did not stop at the doorstep of the FBI. The U.S.
Attorney‘s office was an active participant. The Court was intentionally deceived...
The fact that both the FBI and the U.S. Attorney‘s office were active participants
in this pollution of justice convinced me there was a systemic, in addition to an
individual, desire to convict Mr. Banks by means well beyond those which were
ethical and fair. After all, in other cases in my district I had both FBI agents and
these attorneys before me regularly. But the willingness to lie and fabricate and
withhold evidence was only exhibited against Mr. Banks and his AIM co-defendant.
And it was exhibited with a vengeance. If my experience has taught me anything,
it is that the past is a good indication of the future.”

JUDGE FRED NICHOLS, 1987
(SOURCE: “How did the FBI Go Astray?” Boston Globe, February 6, 1988.)
“HE (FBI AGENT WOOD) SAID THAT THEY
COULD GET AWAY WITH KILLING BECAUSE
THEY WERE AGENTS.”
- MYRTLE POOR BEAR (transcript from Leonard Peltier’s
trial - testimony the jury was not allowed to hear.)

IN THE 1970S, WITH A POPULATION OF 14,000, THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA HAD THE HIGHEST MURDER RATE IN THE UNITED STATES.

